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it has become the father, as it were, of the believers,
of whom there are now a very great number. There
were as yet only two families, at most, in this cabin;
there was not one who was not recently baptized;
yet the good name of these new christians so filled
the woods round about here that many people came
to visit them. Their reputation went even to the
country of the iroquois, and was the source there of
a thousand blessings which God poured upon the
infidels. At the same time when mention of the new
mission was heard, there were many savages who
lived on the banks of the St. Lawrence, up the river,
in the direction of the outawak. Curiosity drew
these to prayer. Some came to it as agents of the
demon, to corrupt the others; and yet they all found
themselves caught by the nets of the gospel —little
by little, cabin by cabin, and man by man. Thus it
is that the beginnings of the mission have been like
the grain of mustard seed. These visitors, seeing
the corn very fine, resolved to remain there and
build their cabins. The first cabin did not stay long
alone; in less than a year there were four. Among
others, we saw there that of an onnatague who was
baptized in france,—to whom the King gave his
name, with a handsome silver medal, which he
constantly wears suspended to his neck.

1670.

This year we recognized more clearly the design
which God had regarding the iroquois. The five
cabins, all filled with baptized people, began to
adopt the regular practices of a mission. Until that
time, these had been little more than those which
are observed in the woods while the hunt is going
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